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Questions For Discussion:  Ephesians 2:17-22  15 January 2017 

1. Do these seven metaphors help us by comparing/contrasting their meaning, so we can 
see the things they have in common? 

a new corporate “person” (2:15), “body” (2:16), “fellow citizens” (2:19), “members of God’s 
household” (2:19), “building” (2:21), “temple” (2:21), and “dwelling” (2:22). 

Does Paul expect us to see this truth within these metaphors or among the metaphors? 
a. Are there contrasts here that help clarify the ideal of unity? 
b. Are comparisons between any two of them helpful? 
c. What is the overall effect of having so many metaphors? 
d. What movement is clear—is there any progress apparent from “corporate person” 

to “body” to “dwelling”, etc.? 
e. In the sermon on this text, Lane highlighted just three of the metaphors.  What 

difference would it make if we included all seven?  Each decision like that is an 
interpretation of the text.  How would you read the list of metaphors? 
 

2. What does this text tell us about the nature of our common spiritual life? 
a. How would you describe our common spiritual life? 
b. Do we have a spiritual life that energizes you?  Exhausts you?   
c. Where do you perceive our common spiritual life?  what makes it more visible or 

tangible to you?  Does that happen on a Sunday morning in a worship event?  In 
our GG meetings?  Do your meetings with other believers give you a sense of 
common spirituality? 

d. Why is having a spiritual life ‘in common’ so difficult?  What things block our 
common experience of God? 

e. What has helped you experience God’s presence with others? 
f. Can we do that here? 
g. If you were to speak to those who design worship events or prayer meetings or 

special events at PMC about our “spirituality in common”, what would you say? 
 
 
 
	


