


The confession “I believe . . .  

in the forgiveness of sins” 

helps us understand what 

Christians have in common.



Biblical View of Sin

• Sin ignores and breaks God’s law

• Sin opposes and breaks our relationship with 
God

• Sin separates us from God

• Sin prevents us from seeking God



“All Have Sinned”    ???

Our 

Conscience

The Character and 

Actions of God



What Forgiveness is Not

Forgiveness ≠ 
Peace at any Price



Problem of Cheap Grace

Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. 

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness 

without requiring repentance. . . Cheap grace is 

grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, 

grace without Jesus Christ. . .  

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Forgiveness is Rooted in the Character of 

the Triune God

God’s Love – John 3:16, 1 John 3:1

God’s Faithfulness – 1 John 1:9

God’s Righteousness – 1 John 1:9



Forgiveness = Costly Grace

It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace 

because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly 

because it cost God the life of his Son: 'Ye were 

bought at a price', and what has cost God much 

cannot be cheap for us.

― Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Forgiveness is Rooted in the Actions of the 

Triune God

God the Father sent the Son to die for 
our sins – John 3:16, Gal 4:4, 1 John 
4:9-10

Jesus made “purification for sins…” 
Heb. 1:3, 1 John 4:10

“when you believed in Him, you were 
also sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit…” Eph. 1:13



The confession “I believe . . .  

in the forgiveness of sins” 

invites us to respond to God.



Heart 
Response

Humility

Sorrow

Shame

Guilt

Disgust

Honesty



Honesty results in Confession

Confession of Sins involves 

naming or describing my 

actions the same way that the 

person I am confessing to 

names or describes my 

actions.



The confession “I believe . . .  

in the forgiveness of sins” 

invites us to build the 

community of faith.



Is Any Sin Unforgiveable?

Present-day challenges

Learning from the distant past



We are called to a Ministry of 

Reconciliation and Forgiveness

John 20:21-23

2 Cor 5:18-19

Matthew 18:18-20

Matthew 6:12, 14-15

The confession “I believe in the Forgiveness of Sins” 

is more than an invitation to tell others about Christ 

is an invitation to extend costly grace to others. 





Prayer of Confession

Holy and triune God, you alone live in perfect 

relationship, one God in three persons, mutual and 

loving, ever seeking reconciliation and unity. You have 

called us to live in your completion. 

We confess that our relationships are imperfect and we 

are incomplete without you. We are selfish and greedy. 

We are anxious and resenting. We feel the shame of 

our foolish behavior and brokenness. We have allowed 

sin to drive us apart from one another and from you.



Prayer of Confession

Forgive us and restore us, draw us close and bind us 

together in your mercy. May we long for wholeness and 

peace, may we strive toward gratitude and grace in the 

saving name of your son, Jesus Christ, by the working 

power of your Holy Spirit. 

Amen.



Assurance of Pardon

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access to this 

grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope 

of sharing the glory of God. (from Romans 5:1-2)


