
	BAPTISM

Purpose of this Booklet – to explain the significance of believer’s baptism.

	Introduction:
Baptism should be a joyous occasion for the Christian.  It is `often referred to as “Believer’s Baptism” because it relates directly to the person who knows Christ as personal Saviour and desires to be like Christ in daily living.  If a person is not a believer in Christ the act of being baptized does not impress God.  This study addresses three topics relating to baptism that will help develop an understanding of the significance of believer’s baptism.

	PART I.

SALVATION AND BAPTISM 
The early church baptized individuals after they experienced salvation.  Note the following historical instances of baptism in the book of Acts.

1.	8:12	But when they believed Philip as he preached the  good news of the kingdom of God and the name  of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and  women.		(Men and Women) 

2.	8:26-38 	(Ethiopian Eunuch)
	
3.	9:18	Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized
					(Saul)

4.	10:47,48  “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  So he ordered that  they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.   Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.		(Household of Cornelius)
5.	16:31-34   They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will
be saved – you and your household.”  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.  At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.  The jailer brought them into his  house and set a meal before them; he was  filled with joy because he had come to believe in God – he and his whole family.  		 (Jailer and Family)

New Testament teaching and practice shows that the early church understood baptism, not as a means of salvation, but as being closely related to it.  This is what Peter means in his statement.  A clear understanding and experience of salvation is necessary, therefore, before an individual is baptized.   


1.	What is Salvation?

	a)	“Deliverance from any kind of evil whether material or   spiritual.”   
  
	b)	“The whole process by which man is delivered from all that interferes with the enjoyment of God’s highest  blessings.” -
		 			Handy Dict. of the Bible, Tenney, P. 132    
			 
2.	Why is Salvation Necessary?
	a)   Sinners cannot dwell with God.
“You are not a God who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot dwell.”  		(Psalm 5:4)

	b)	Man is sinful.
“What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all!  We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” ”Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit.”  “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” ”Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.”  “Their feet are swift
2.	Why is Salvation Necessary?(ctd)
	b)	Man is sinful (ctd) 

		...to shed blood; and the way of peace they do not know.”  “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
					(Romans 3:9-18)
			“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
					(Romans 3:23)
		
	c)	Man is condemned to death.
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those  who are under the law, so that every mouth may be  silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.
  					(Romans 3:19)
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned… 		(Romans 5:12)

 		For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 	life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  		(Romans 6:23) 

d)	 Man cannot do anything to save himself from this 
	 	difficulty. 	
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by	observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.		 (Romans 3:20)

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.
					 (Romans 10:1-3)



3. How is Salvation Possible?

	a)	Because of God’s love for us.
		But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.	(Romans 5:8)
	
	b)	Because of God’s grace (unmerited favour) toward us.
 ..And are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 	(Romans 3:24)	

	c)	Because of Christ’s death for us.
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Romans 5:6
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 	(Romans 5:8)

	d)	Because Christ’s death removed the sin barrier between us and God.
For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more,having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
					(Romans 5:10)

The salvation (deliverance) of man from sin and death is a work initiated by God and accomplished by God.  Man is unable to attain salvation; he must obtain it from God. Salvation is not a matter of man reaching for God, rather God reaching to man.
	

4. 		How is Salvation Obtained?

	a)	Realize you have sinned.
As it is written:  “There is no one righteous, not even one.”
				Romans 3:10
		All have turned away, they have together become worth-
		less; there is no one who does good, not even one. 
	Romans 3:12
		For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…
				 Romans 3:23

	b)	Realize you cannot save yourself.
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 	Romans 3:20

	c)	Realize that Christ made your salvation possible
		(Rom.5:6-10) and that salvation is possible only through Him. 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 
				Acts 4:12

d)	Believe (trust, rely on) and receive Christ as your personal Saviour by faith.  Express your faith by saying these things to God in prayer.
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  For there is nodifference between Jew and Gentile – the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be  saved.” 	Romans 10:9-13

Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
				 John 1:12
5. 		How Long Does Salvation Last?

What is the key word describing the duration of Salvation in 

		these verses? ___________________________

		For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
		life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  	Romans 6:23 
		For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
		Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
		eternal life. 	John 3:16 
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for
		them. 	Hebrews 7:25
		Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever
		rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on
		him.  	John 3:36

A complete salvation involves deliverance from the: 	

	a)	Penalty of Sin (Upon Believing)
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23

	b)	Power of Sin  (Progressively)
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.  
				Romans 6:11-14
	c)	Presence of Sin (Ultimately)	
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
				Romans 8:29,30
5. 		How Long Does Salvation Last? Ctd
		c)	Presence of Sin(Ultimately)
God promises to bring about the complete salvation of those who believe in Him.
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
			 	Philippians 1:6


6.		What Happens at Salvation?
	
	a)	You receive righteousness.
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 	Romans 3:22

b)	You are justified (declared to be as innocent before God as if you had never sinned).
… And are justified freely by this grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  	Romans 3:24

	c)	You were redeemed (bought out of the slavery of sin).
				 Romans 3:24 (above)
	d)	You received remission of sins (dismissal, release, forgiveness).
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished. Romans 3:25
	e)	You were given eternal life.
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 	Romans 6:22,23	

	f)	You have a permanent relationship with God.
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.	 John 1:12
	

































				PART II.

SANCTIFICATION AND BAPTISM

Baptism reflects the personal salvation of the believer in Jesus Christ.  Baptism also reflects the commitment of the believer to live under the Lordship of Christ in daily experience.  Salvation involves recognizing Christ as personal Saviour; sanctification is the process of continually becoming like the Lord.  Since baptism reflects the desire to continually progress toward Christlikeness, an understanding of this “Sanctification” process is necessary.

1.		What is Sanctification?
-	To make holy; to set apart as sacred; make free from sin; justify: make right.
				- Dict. of Canadian English
				1967, W.J. Gage Ltd., P. 974
		-	To separate, to set apart for God and His use; separation from impurity and consecration unto God.	– Elsa Raud, Chapter & Verse
				Bible Christian Union, 1964, P.109  
	Sanctification for the believer means separation from sin, 
	and the practice of righteousness.  The Bible teaches two 
	aspects of sanctification:

	a)	A Sanctified Position – Every believer is a saint or 
	“sanctified one” by reason of their faith in Christ.  Their
	position before God is one of having been set apart from 
	sin and made righteous in Christ.
	To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
	Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those
	everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
	- their Lord and ours.	 Corinthians  1:2


...and that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, 		you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the		Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
				I Corinthians 6:11

	This position is given to every believer by God at salvation.

	b)	A Sanctified Practice – This refers to the matter of the  
		believer’s lifestyle progressively becoming like Christ’s.
		A believer is to continually be separated from sin, and 
		continually grow to reflect the righteous character of Christ.
This is the will of God, that we be holy, pure, saintly.
It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality.	I Thessalonians 4:3 


2.		What is the Purpose of Sanctification?

		The will of God for the believer is Christlikeness.
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.                             	Romans 8:29-30

Having a relationship with the Father means the believer should reflect the character of his Father:
“As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written:“Be holy, because I am holy.”	I Peter 1:14-16

Sanctification, or becoming Christlike should be the natural response of the child of God subsequent to salvation.  This is the very reason for salvation – God’s ultimate purpose for the believer.


3.		How is Sanctification Possible?

As salvation is due to God’s work in the believer, so sanctification is due to God’s work in us.  The believer who progresses toward Christlikeness is the one who allows God to do the purifying work He desires to do.  The Scriptures mention that sanctification is only possible:

	a)	Through the Son – apart from Jesus Christ sanctification is not possible.
And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
				Hebrews 10:10
And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.             Hebrews 13:12

Believers have salvation through faith in Him, and those who by faith allow Him to work in them become holy.
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
				Galatians 2:20

	b)	Through Submission – submission is an attitude of readiness to hear and heed the word of God.  Response to the word of God is essential in becoming Christlike.
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.	Romans 12:1-3


		Obedience leads to holiness.
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 	
				II Corinthians 6:14
Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.	
				II Corinthians 7:1

c)	Through the Scriptures – The scriptures are the expression of the word and will of God.  Response to His Word brings about holiness.
		Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.	John 17:17
How can a young man keep his way pure? By living 		according to your word.	Psalm 119:9
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.                                                           Psalm 119:11	
	
	d)	Through the Spirit – The Holy Spirit is the possession of 
		every believer to enable the believer to live for God. 
		Obey His prompting as you read the Word of God.
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.	 
				Romans 8:9
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 	Ephesians 3:14-19




3.		How is Sanctification Possible? (Ctd)

	e)	Through Self-Discipline – Self-control is an evidence of the Spirit’s control in the believer’s life.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.	Galatians 5:22,23

             Self-discipline, made possible by the strengthening of 
             the Spirit is necessary in order to daily respond to the 
             Son, the Scriptures and the Spirit’s work within. This 
             involves scheduling time alone with God.	

	f)	Through the Saints – Every Christian needs the encouragement of other Christians. In seeking to hold firmly to the faith, we profess we need to regularly spend time with other Christians who can encourage us to live for Christ.
Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
				 Hebrews 10:23-25

Sanctification is intentional.  It is a growth process, which takes place when God works in us as we practice the Spiritual disciplines above for growth.

4.		When is Sanctification Complete?

It is God’s will that you be completely set apart from sin and made like the Lord Jesus Christ.
Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
				Philippians 1:6
		Complete sanctification takes place when Christ appears 
to take Christians to be with Him in heaven, or when we die and enter His presence.
	
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
				I John 3:2

		The Apostle Paul encourages us with these words:
“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.”
	I Thessalonians 5:23,24	
					

				
	   	
		PART III.

SYMBOLISM OF BAPTISM

The previous lessons noted the significance of baptism as being directly related to the salvation and the sanctification of the Christian.
Romans 6:1-14 deals with this significance.  In regard to the Christian’s relationship to God, the Scriptures mention two types of baptism, one being a reality, the other being a representation (symbol) of the reality.  The following chart shows the relationship between these baptisms. 

1.	SPIRIT BAPTISM	WATER BAPTISM
(A Spiritual Reality)	(A Symbolic Representation)

				Definition
Act of Jesus placing the		Act of men placing the
	believer “in Christ”		believer in water. 
	(I Corinthians 12:13)

				Meaning
	Identifies the believer		Immerses the believer
	with Christ in His death,		in water as symbol of
	burial and resurrection		identification with        
	(Romans 6:1-4) because		Christ:
	of the union with Him.		1)  Down in the Water:
	Christ was our substitute.		Death and burial
					2) Up from the Water:
					Resurrection 

 					Statement  (What is being said)
	a) “I take  		a) “I testify that 
		Christ as my Saviour.”		     Christ is my Saviour.”
	b)	“I possess new life:		b) “I possess new life:
	               resurrection life.”		      resurrection life.”
	c)	“It is possible to live 		c) “I plan to live apart
		apart from sin, and for God.”         apart from sin, 
                           (Romans 6:11-14)                and for God.”
		NOTE 1
	a)	Baptism by Immersion
Traditional Christian baptism is performed by completely immersing the believer in water because:
	
		-	“Baptize” implies to be fully wet.
		-	It seems to be the New Testament pattern.	
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.
							Matthew 3:16
As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and theeunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went onhis way rejoicing.	Acts 8:36-39

	-	It gives a complete picture of the death, burial   
             and resurrection of Christ.
While some traditions practice baptism by sprinkling, or pouring oil, immersion is the more appropriate mode of baptism for the Christian.

b)	Baptism is an Ordinance: an outward rite appointed by Christ as a sign of the inner reality.  
		-	Baptism testifies of our union with Christ.
		-	The Lord’s Supper testifies to our communion with Christ.

c)	Infant Baptism
Child Dedication by the parents is more appropriate than baptism since the child cannot yet believe.  Dedication is a pledge on the part of the parents to raise the child in a manner pleasing to the Lord.       

NOTE:    All Scriptures in this booklet are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version. Copyright 1978 by New York International Bible Society; Zondervan.

PREPARATION FOR BAPTISM

Come to the church at least 20 minutes before the service begins.

	Bring a swimsuit or alternate clothing to wear under the 
	baptism robe which will be provided by the church.

	Bring personal affects you will need after the baptism – 
	towel, hair dryer, etc.

	Meet with those who will accompany you before and 
	during the baptism for your encouragement.


THE BAPTISM

The Pastor officiating will instruct you as to what you are to
	do.  Trust him!

Opportunity is given for the candidate to share a brief  personal testimony (2-3 minutes).  This may be spoken 
	with or without written notes.  This testimony should be a 
	statement of the candidate’s personal knowledge of Christ 
	as Saviour, and their desire to live for Him as Lord.

	Following the candidate’s testimony, the pastor will say:  
“In response to your testimony of faith in Jesus Christ, and your desire to live for Him as Lord, I now baptize you in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”


Should a candidate have real difficulty in speaking before the congregation, the Pastor will ask two questions before pronouncing this statement:

1)	“Do you profess 
Jesus Christ as personal Lord and Saviour?”
(THE CANDIDATE WILL RESPOND.)

2)	“Is it your desire to live for Christ as your Lord?”
(THE CANDIDATE WILL RESPOND.)





				

