
Membership Application Package 
(Updated December 2015)

Introduction and Contents: 

Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of Philpott Memorial Church. This Application Package is 
designed to provide you with the information you’ll need in order to make an informed, prayerful decision about whether 
this is the church family to which you ought to commit. It also clarifies the implications, expectations, and benefits of 
membership.  

I. Our Mission Statement       (p.2) 
II. Our Vision for Celebration, Cultivation, and Restoration                                    (p.2) 
III. Our Core Values                        (p.2) 
IV. Our Statement of Faith       (p.3) 
V. Membership Covenant                       (p.4) 
VI. Membership Application Form                                                                                                       (p.5) 
VII. Appendixes (FYI only) 

o Articles of Faith of the AGC                       (p.7) 
o A History of Philpott Memorial Church                     (p.9) 

What do I do with this?  

Please read through the entire Application Package and feel free to make notes (in the space provided) of any 
questions or points on which you’d like further discussion. To become a member, our Elders require a)  your completed 
application form (see pages 5-6), and b) a personal interview and/or participation in our membership class, Philpott DNA.  

 Completed application forms can be left with any of our staff or Elders, or mailed to this address: 

Philpott Memorial Church 
Attn: Mike Mileski, Assoc. Pastor 

84 York Boulevard, 
Hamilton, ON 

L8R 1R6 
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I. Our Mission Statement 

Philpott Memorial Church is a community of grace, rooted together in the Gospel that exists to glorify 
God by making more and better disciples of Jesus Christ who are committed to the celebration of God, the 
cultivation of deeper faith, and the restoration of our community, the city, and the nations. 

II. Our Vision for Celebration, Cultivation, and Restoration 
 As disciples committed to the celebration of God, we will: 

• Devote ourselves to knowing and enjoying the triune God as our great Treasure, resisting all idols that 
compete with Him for our hearts’ affection; 

• Embrace God and His will for us by grace through faith in Jesus, resisting both religious and irreligious deeds 
as the means of our acceptance; 

• Accept the cost of discipleship, believing that Jesus Christ is better than anything else the world has to offer; 
• Express our worship of God authentically in spirit and truth, resisting all pretence in our corporate and private 

worship; 
• Make God’s glory the ultimate purpose of all we do. 

As disciples committed to the cultivation of deeper faith in Christ, we will: 
• Never stop repenting – for evil deeds and for good deeds done for the wrong reasons. 
• Surrender all our ambitions, hopes, and plans to the One whose will is good, pleasing, and perfect.  
• Allow God’s Spirit to transform us by His Word, prayer, and other spiritual disciplines, being teachable, 

humble, and open to His correction. 
• Know, develop, and practice our unique gifts for each other’s good, to build up the Body of Christ. 
• Trust God, even when pain and difficulty cause us to doubt that He is working all things together for our 

good. 

As disciples committed to the restoration of our community, the city, and the nations, we will: 
• Love the unlovely, share with the needy, comfort the oppressed, and accept the marginalized, since Jesus 

identified with the least of these, and we’re no better; 
• Bless the city and invest ourselves in its well-being;  
• Seek to resolve conflict, to be reconciled with those we’ve wronged, and to quickly forgive those who’ve 

wronged us; 
• Pursue and embrace God’s missionary call on our lives, whether as those who send or as those who go, into 

our community, our city, and the nations.  
• Persevere in our call to restoration until the Lord returns and completes it finally, ultimately, and 

triumphantly. 

III. Our Core Values 

• The Gospel 
• Transforming Grace 
• Authentic Worship 
• Deep community 

• Prayer 
• Urban renewal 
• Intentional discipleship 
• Faith-filled stewardship 

• Creativity 
• Diversity 
• Spiritual disciplines 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IV. Our Statement of Faith 
I. The Holy Scriptures as originally given by God are divinely inspired, infallible, entirely trustworthy, and constitute the 

only supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct.  
(John 10:35; Matthew 5:18; 2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:20-21) 

II. There is one God, eternally existent in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
(Deuteronomy 6:4; Hebrews 1:8; Matthew 28:19; Acts 5:3,4) 

III.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh; we affirm His virgin birth, sinless humanity, divine miracles, bodily 
resurrection, ascension, ongoing mediatorial work, and personal return in power and glory.  

(John 1:14; Matt. 1:18-25; 26:38; Heb. 2:14; Isa. 7:14) 

IV.  The salvation of lost and sinful humanity is possible only through the merits of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
received by faith apart from works, and is characterized by regeneration by the Holy Spirit.  

(Gen. 1:26,27; 2:17; 3:6; Rom. 5:12-19; 2 Cor. 5:14; Mark 10:45; Rom. 3:24-26; 5:8,9; 1 Pet. 3:18; Acts 3:19; Eze. 18:30) 

V.  The Holy Spirit enables believers to live a holy life, to witness and work for the Lord Jesus Christ.  
(John 3:5-7; 14:16-17; 16:8; Rom. 8:9; Eph. 1:13; 2 Thess. 2:13; Rom. 6:1-11; 8:11-13; Eph. 2:10; 5:18; Phil. 1:6) 

VI.  The Church, the Body of Christ, consists of all true believers.  
(Matt. 28:19; Acts 1:5; 11:15, 16; Eph. 4:4-6; Col. 1:18; Acts 2:42) 

VII.  Ultimately God will judge the living and the dead, those who are saved unto the resurrection of life, those who are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation.  

(1 Thess. 4:15-18; Isa. 9:6,7; 11:2-5; Matt. 24:30; Acts 1:11; Rev. 20:4-6) 

If you wish, you may use this space to make note of any issues / questions that arise from your reading of our Statement of Faith, 
and bring these to the attention of a pastor / elder: 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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V. Our Membership Covenant 
I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. He is my Lord, Saviour, and Treasure. His Spirit is my Helper, His Kingdom is my home, 

His Word is my authority, and His people are my family. I have read the mission statement of Philpott Memorial Church and 
therefore, with God’s grace upholding me...  

I commit to the celebration of God: 
• I will relate to the world around me as a disciple: I will love God with all I am and my neighbour as myself through 

my dealings at home, my workplace, and the marketplace; I will guard my heart and mind against whatever would 
seek to replace God as my supreme satisfaction.  1

• I will attend and participate in our Sunday worship services regularly, and share in the Lord’s Supper, except when I 
am unable to do so.   2

I commit to the cultivation of deeper faith: 
• I will discover and serve according to those unique ways that God has gifted me  and be open to serving in other 3

ways where there is need.   4

• I will take responsibility for my growth as a disciple of Christ, and cultivate the Christian growth of others – 
especially in my family – by personally and corporately practicing spiritual disciplines to support that growth such as 
Bible study, prayer, and sharing my faith.   5

I commit to the restoration of the community, the city, and the nations: 
• I will protect the unity of this church by submitting to its leadership,  refusing to gossip,  and settling conflicts with 6 7

other members biblically.   8

• I will welcome the loving assistance of others in this church family in the keeping of this covenant, whose loving 
assistance may include correction when I stray.   9

• I will support the ministry of this church by  giving voluntarily and generously of the financial resources God has 
entrusted me with  for the sake of the poor, the suffering, the sick, and for the spread of the Gospel to all peoples.  10

If necessary, please use this space to make note of any issues / questions (if any) that arise from your reading of the 
membership covenant, and bring these to the attention of a pastor / elder: 
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

 Mark 12:28-31; Luke 12:15; Rom. 12:1-2; 1Cor. 10:31; 2Cor. 5:17; Gal. 5:19-241

 Luke 22:19-20; Acts 20:7; Heb. 10:24-252

 Rom. 12:4-6; 1Cor. 12:4-11; Eph. 4:11-12; 1 Pet. 4:10-113

 Rom. 15:7; Gal. 6:10; Phil. 2:3-4,74

 Psalm 119:97, 143, 174; John 17:17; Acts 2:42-47; Matt. 28:18-20; Gal. 3:2, 5; 1Thess. 2:85

 Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 Pet. 5:1-56

 Prov. 11:13; 16:28; 20:19; 26:20; Eph. 4:297

 Prov. 25:12; Matt. 18:15-17; Rom. 15:9; Eph. 4:1-3; 1Pet. 1:228

 Prov. 13:18, 18:1; Matt. 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5; 2Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1; Heb. 12:5-11; Jas. 5:16-209

 Lev. 27:30; Prov. 3:9-10; 1Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8-9; Gal. 5:22-26; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-1810
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VI. Membership Application 

Personal Information 
This information will help us to keep in touch with you and keep an accurate membership roll. It will be saved in our 
membership database, and is not accessible except by the leaders of PMC for communication and ministry purposes.  

i. Name: (Last) _______________________________ (First) ______________________________ (Initial) ____ 
  

ii. Complete Mailing Address: (House / Apt) ______________ (Street) _________________________________ 

(City / Prov) _____________________  (Postal Code) __________________Birth Date: (mm/dd/yy)__________  
  
Contact Info: (Phone)___________________________ (Email) _______________________________________ 

Your Spiritual Background 

a. Why are you choosing to become a member of Philpott Memorial Church: A Community of Grace? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

b. Please use this space to briefly share the story of how you came to faith in Christ: 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

c. I have assurance that God has forgiven my sins and adopted me into His family, because… 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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d. Last Church Attended: (Name) __________________________(City) _____________________ 

e. Would you like to be baptized at PMC?      �  Yes     �  No      �  I’d like to meet with someone to discuss this further.  

f. Please use this space to describe ways in which you hope God might use (or continue to use) you in this church. (Feel free 
to include any interests, skills, passions, spiritual gifts, relevant ministry experience, availability, ministry ideas, etc., you 
may have). 

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Declarations: 
Please check all of the statements that apply to you: 

i. Allegiance to Christ: 

 I pledge personal allegiance to Jesus Christ as my Saviour and my Lord.    �   

ii. Affirmation of Statements: 
 I have read the following key statements of Philpott Memorial Church: 

 Mission Statement    �  

 Vision Statement    �  

 Statement of Core Values   �  

 PMC Statement of Faith   �  

 The PMC Membership Covenant  �  

 I affirm the above statements wholeheartedly and without reservation.  �  

 I may affirm these statements, but I’d like clarification of the following:  �   (Please identify)  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

iii. Acceptance of the Membership Covenant 
By signing below, I agree to fulfill, with God’s help, the commitments of my membership covenant with Philpott Memorial 
Church. 

 Signature: __________________________  Date: ____________________ 
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Appendix I: Articles of Faith and Doctrine for the Associated 
Gospel Churches of Canada 

(The AGC is the association of churches to which Philpott Memorial Church belongs. Membership in PMC does not require affirmation 
of all of these articles. We have included it here since it serves to clarify the position of AGC churches concerning some secondary, 
disputable issues. These articles are to be interpreted as expressed in and according to the natural and literal meaning of the respective 
passages of the Word of God referred to under each Article.) 

THE SCRIPTURES 

The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is the complete Word of God. As originally given, it is verbally inspired, without 
error, and entirely trustworthy. The Bible constitutes supreme authority in all matters of faith, teaching, and behaviour. The 
Bible has Jesus Christ as its focus and fulfillment. 

2 Peter 1:16-21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Luke 24:27, Matthew 5:17-18 

GOD 

God is the Creator and Sovereign Lord of all. The Lord our God is one God who eternally exists in three persons: the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three have the same perfect nature and attributes. Each Person of the Godhead is worthy 
of the same worship, confidence, and obedience. 

Genesis 1, Psalm 8, Psalm 2, Romans 8:28-30, Deuteronomy 6:4, Matt. 28:19-20 
The Father– 
God the Father loves the world. He sent His Son into the world to save sinners. He raised Jesus from the dead, exalted Him – 
putting all things under his power -- and together with Him has sent the Holy Spirit. 

Luke 3:22, John 3:16, 1 John 4:14, 1 Peter 1:21, Philippians 2:9-11, John 14:26 

The Son 
God the Son became God incarnate as Jesus the Messiah. Jesus is fully God and fully man. He was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, and lived a sinless life. He was crucified, raised bodily from the dead, and ascended into 
heaven where He reigns as King and serves as our High Priest and Advocate. He will return as King of kings and Lord of lords 
to set up His earthly Kingdom. 

John 1:1, John 1:14, Matthew 1:22-23, Isaiah 7:14, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Corinthians 15: 3-4 Hebrews 1:3, Hebrews 7:25, Revelation 22:12-13 

The Holy Spirit 
God the Holy Spirit glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ in all that He does. He convicts the world of sin, righteousness and 
judgment. At the moment of salvation He regenerates, baptizes, indwells, gifts and empowers for Christ-like living and 
service. 

John 16:8-15, Titus 3:5-6, 1 Corinthians 12:11,13, Romans 8:9-14, Galatians 5:22-25 

ANGELS 

God created angels for His glory and service. Some rebelled under the leadership of their fellow angel, Satan,and are 
opposed to God and His purposes. Though Satan is still active he has been defeated by the Lord Jesus Christ and will be 
committed forever to the lake of fire with all the fallen angels. 

Hebrews 1:14, Jude 6, Hebrews 2:14-15, Revelation 20:10; Ephesians 6:12 
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MANKIND 

Human beings are created in the image of God. The first humans, Adam and Eve, were disobedient to the will of God with 
the consequence that every aspect of their human nature became sinful and corrupt. Thus, being spiritually dead, they 
became subject to physical death and the power of Satan. The image of God is distorted in all humanity, with the exception 
of Jesus, as we inherit a sinful nature at conception. Therefore we are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God 
and under His condemnation. 

Genesis 1:27, Genesis 2:16-17, Genesis 3:6, Ephesians 2:1-3, Romans 3:9-10, Psalms 51:5, John 3:36; Romans 5:12-14 

REDEMPTION / SALVATION 

Redemption is accomplished solely by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was made to be sin and died in our place as an 
acceptable sacrifice to God. His atoning death is sufficient for all and effective for every person who repents and believes in 
Him, resulting in a reconciled relationship with God. Salvation is available by grace through faith. This salvation is not our 
own doing. It is the gift of God. 
Salvation includes being declared righteous by God [justification], being transformed into the likeness of Christ 
[sanctification], and being fully restored to the image of God [glorification]. This Salvation which includes our new birth and 
eternal inheritance is kept by God’s power. It is therefore impossible for the saved to lose their salvation. 

Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 5:6-10, Galatians 3:13, 1 Peter 1:18-19, 1 Peter 2:24, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Romans 5:1, John 17:17-19, 1 John 3:2, John 
5:24, John 10:27-30, Romans 8:28-39, 1 Peter 1:3-5; 1 Timothy 4:10 

THE CHURCH 

The Church consists of all the redeemed who are united by the Holy Spirit in the Body of Christ, of which Jesus is the Head. 
Local assemblies of believers are visible representations of the Church that gather regularly for the purpose of worship, 
which includes instruction in the Word, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer. The Lord Jesus mandated two 
ordinances: Believer’s Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Though not the means of salvation, these ordinances testify of the 
gospel. The Church has been entrusted with the task of global discipleship as found in the Great Commission. 

Matthew 16:17-18, 1 Corinthians 12:13, Acts 2:42, 1 Corinthians 11:23-28, Luke 22:19-20, Romans 6:3, Matthew 28:19-20 

END TIMES 

At a time known only to God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ will return bodily and in glory, receive His own, and establish 
His earthly thousand year reign. God will raise the dead bodily and judge the world. The unsaved will be cast into the lake of 
fire to suffer eternal conscious punishment. The saved of all ages will be forever with the Lord. God will rule over His 
Kingdom in the new heaven and the new earth for all eternity. 

Matthew 24:36, Acts 1:7, Mark 13:26, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, John 14:1-3,Revelation 20:1-15, Revelation 14:11, 1 Corinthians 15:50-54, 
Revelation 21:1 Revelation 22:1-5 
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Appendix II: A History of Philpott Memorial Church 
 

The story of Philpott Church is as important to tell as it is 
surprising to hear. Think of how much history is involved: for 
every one of the thousands of people who've called this their 
church home over the years, thousands more stories could be 
told. And while information about the history of our facility or 
locations is much more readily available, it would be a mistake 
to think that ministry was secondary in the early decades, or 
that the health of a church is in its size. The story presented 
here is meant to communicate some of what we know about 
our past, in order to create understanding of the present, and 
hope for the future. 

Part I: In the Beginning… 

In October 1892, Peter Wiley Philpott first came to Hamilton from Toronto with a group of former officers of the 
Salvation Army like himself. They rented a hall on the northeast corner of King and MacNab Streets (now Jackson Square) 
and established the Hamilton Christian Workers’ Mission (CWM). Hamilton was as diverse in those days as it is today, and 
the Mission was particularly effective at communicating the Gospel with the working class – and especially men. That was 
Philpott's unique gift, and he was far too busy and content as a 
traveling evangelist, preaching the Gospel to the working class to 
also burden himself with leading the Mission.  

Philpott's decision to leave the Salvation Army in July 1892 
and start the Mission came after a very public, personal, and bitter 
dispute between himself and Herbert Booth, son of William Booth, 
the SA's founder. Philpott objected to the centralizing of the SA's  
governance structure, the use of funds, and what he perceived to 
be favoritism being shown to some officers. Booth charged 
Philpott with insubordination and he resigned, bringing with him 
an exodus of 150 SA officers, and many more soldiers. That group 
started the Mission, and planted the loose association of 
congregations (starting with this one) that eventually would 
comprise the Associated Gospel Churches of Canada.  

For its first few months, the Hamilton Mission was led by Mr. 
James Desson of Toronto. He was succeeded by Dr. Herbert McKenzie, a young businessman in Toronto. His ministry was a 
great blessing, and many of those who would later become the great missionaries of the Philpott Tabernacle were led to 
Christ under McKenzie’s ministry. In early 1896 he left Hamilton for a church in London, Ontario. His successor, a Mr. 
Gurney, struggled for several months as pastor, and the Mission barely survived. It went deep into debt, and included only 
about 35 members.  
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The old Star Theatre on Merrick St. (Now York Blvd) was a 
Burlesque house in the early 1900’s, and was rented for 
worship services by the Mission until they built a hall in 1901.



It was into this setting that Pastor and Mrs. Philpott returned in 1896 – to help out for a few weeks (or so they 
thought), to straighten out the finances and secure a new leader. During this second round of ministry in Hamilton, God 
blessed the Hamilton CWM in wonderful ways: crowds gathered and numerous professions of faith in Christ were made. 
All financial debts were paid and the future looked bright. All those involved with the work insisted that Pastor Philpott 
should remain at least a few months longer, as it seemed that a genuine revival was taking place.  

Part II: About P.W. Philpott 
 

Peter Wiley Philpott was a working-class man: an underemployed blacksmith, 
construction worker and laborer. In 1884 at the age of eighteen, and while living 
with his widowed mother, he accepted Christ at a street meeting of a Salvation 
Army band in Dresden, Ontario. A young woman was with them, singing When I 
Survey the Wond’rous Cross. He retold the event in countless sermons, saying: 

Without a thought of God in my heart, I passed a street meeting where a 
little woman was standing on a box, singing. She had a wonderful voice, and 
in her heart there had been shed abroad the love of God. Oh, how sweetly she 
sang!  
…There was a refrain: “O Calvary, dark Calvary, speak to some heart from 
Calvary.” God answered the prayer of that hymn and spoke to me then and 
there. Like John Newton:  
My conscience felt and owned the guilt and plunged me in despair;  
I saw my sins His blood had spilt and helped to nail Him there.  
That was the greatest moment of my life. I have had thousands of blessings 
since. My heart is full of assurance and gladness now, and I know that I shall 
be with Christ throughout eternity; but the beginning of it all was the vision 
of the cross and the realization that Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, died for me.  

Philpott's early zeal for Christ, mixed with courage and a clear gift for biblical 
and prophetic teaching established him as a well-known evangelist. He preached 
the Gospel on the street at every opportunity, and as a young believer, was made 
an officer in the Salvation Army. It was during his time in the SA that he met and 
married Jessie Menzies, who served the Lord as his side in London, Kingston, and 
Toronto.  

 In Hamilton in 1896, there was much work to do, and many who still 
needed to hear the Good News of Jesus. Though his gifts and passion would later 
take him to California and around the world, he had no ambition for fame or glory. 
When he agreed to return to Hamilton in 1896 to help restore the health of the 
Mission, he did so believing that this was “…the unselfish path, for there is 
nothing very inviting about Hamilton.” His message was “that of the New 
Testament: To save souls, to help the poor, look after people who never attend the 
house of God, visit the sick, lend a helping hand to a brother in distress…”  

 At one point in his ministry, Philpott was called upon to bring comfort and 
hope to a dying prostitute in a downtown brothel; he did so and before she died, she and many others became followers 
of Jesus. Philpott was loved and trusted by many; people who shared his irreligious, blue-collar upbringing could see a 
Christianity that wasn’t just talk, or dogma, but which was real, true, and good for the world. 
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Jessie Philpott (nee Menzies), a former SA 
Officer. She led many prayer meetings and 
Bible studies for the Mission.



Part III: From the Christian 
Workers’ Mission to Philpott 
Memorial Church 

The second iteration of the Mission gathered in the St. 
James Hotel on Hughson Street, near King William 
(exact location unknown), where monthly rent was $20.  
After a year, the Mission outgrew this, and moved to a 
hall on a third floor on James Street South, near Main 
St. (again, exact location unknown) where the rent was 
$250 per year. The room held about 300, but from the 
start, people had to be turned away.  
A fourth, larger space was needed just two years after 
the mission began, and Philpott was able to secure the 

use of MacNab Street Baptist Church, (then vacant, now a 
parking lot), at MacNab Street North, near Cannon in 
June 1898.  

This spot also proved too small and Sunday evening services were held in a fifth location: the Star Theatre on Merrick 
St. (now York blvd, near James), which seated about 1000. Each Sunday night great crowds gathered there and many 
people became followers of Christ. Though the evening services seemed to outgrow location after location, open-air 
meetings were held in Gore Park each Sunday morning during the summer months.  

A real step of faith was made when a sixth location - the property at Park and Merrick (later renamed York Blvd) was 
purchased in 1901 by the congregation for $2,500. Construction costs totaled approximately $6,000. With the new 
building came a name change: the Christian Workers’ Chapel. For about two years the services were held in its largest 
room (which now is divided among PMC’s 
Nursery and Missionary Hall). It was always 
packed to the doors, and hundreds more 
professed faith in Christ there. 

The next big step of faith was taken in 
1906, with the construction of the seventh 
and final gathering space: the Chapel’s 
$30,000 major addition. It was a remarkable 
move for a congregation among whose 
membership was no one of notable wealth or 
privilege. The only funds available were the 
sacrificial giving of the common people and 
loans from the members secured by trustee 
notes. The church was renamed The Gospel 
Tabernacle, and its new auditorium held about 
1,200. Each week, the building was used for 
various ministries, prayer meetings, and Bible 
classes.  Philpott’s ministry in Hamilton 
continued this way for 26 years until 1922, when he felt called to Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, Illinois. But before 
he left, they had again outgrown their location – Philpott was preaching the Gospel to some 3,000 working-class people at 
the Loew’s Theatre (now the abandoned Buttinsky’s Bar on King St.) each week.  
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The interior of the Loew’s Theatre, later renamed The Capital. Today the 
building is unused, but P.W. Philpott preached to 3,000 people there 
every Sunday evening.

The Christian Workers’ Chapel interior. This space, formerly the Lecture Hall, is now 
a Nursery, and the "Upper Room".



At about the same time, the Christian Workers’ 
Association – of which the Hamilton CWM was 
a part – became an official denomination. In 
1925 they became known as the Associated 
Gospel Churches of Canada (AGC for short).  
During the ministry of Dr. Louis Talbot, the 
church became known as The Philpott 
Tabernacle in 1926 in honor of Dr. Philpott's 
ministry. Upon Dr. Philpott’s death in 1957, 
the church was again renamed as Philpott 
Memorial Church. In 1969 an addition with a 
kitchen, gymnasium, chapel, offices, and 
Sunday School rooms was built. In 2014, PMC 
completed the first phase of what we hope 
will be a much larger building project, called A 
Kingdom Build, which is meant to help us 
reconfigure our facility for the sake of ministry 

needs. This first phase involved several interior 
updates and expansions, especially in the nursery. The gymnasium was converted to a state-of-the-art Atrium and 
fellowship hall. It is in spaces like these, that Gospel ministry happens. 

Today, we praise God - not only for a beautiful building in which to meet and minister, but for the privilege of being 
part of a rich legacy of Gospel ministry to the people of Hamilton and beyond. Due to the foundation laid by P.W. Philpott 
and his co-laborers in the Mission, there is still a mission today to which we remain steadfast and committed.  

[Note: for one of many scholarly and comprehensive treatments of the early days of the Hamilton CWM, and a consideration of 
Philpott’s effectiveness as a pastor to the working class, see e.g., Draper, Kenneth L., “A People’s Religion: P.W. Philpot and the 
Hamilton Christian Workers’ Church”. Online: http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ojs/index.php/hssh/article/view/4438 (last accessed 
December, 2015)] 
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“We are a community of grace, rooted together in the Gospel, that exists to glorify God by making more and better 
disciples of Jesus Christ who are committed to the celebration of God, the cultivation of deeper faith, and the 
restoration of the community, the city, and the nations.” 

The Gospel Tabernacle renamed “Philpott Tabernacle” in 1926 by Pastor Louis 
Talbot. Note the sign, which reads: “JESUS SAVES”

http://pi.library.yorku.ca/ojs/index.php/hssh/article/view/4438

